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and Hue, who has had so much to suffer at the hands of this
great traveler, is outdone when we are told that the G-olok,
repulsed by the rapid volleys of the Russians, turned
and hid behind the nearest rocks, " opening fire upon us
with their flint-locks at 300 yards." The best matchlocks
(not flint-locks) ever manufactured for, or owned by,
Tibetans would not carry 150 yards, and the average not
over as many feet. The general and his party were safe!
The only incident which broke the daily monotony of
our life in this desert was when, having finished eating our
evening meal, the Mongol Dowe pulled out of his saddle-bag
a sheep's shoulder-blade, and, after reciting a short prayer
over it,1 put it in the embers. Here it remained till thor-
oughly charred, when it was carefully removed, and we
all crowded around to hear what was in store for us on
the morrow. He examined closely the cracks made in
the bone by the fire: the longitudinal ones represented
our journey, the transversal ones what was to befall us;
one side of the bone was reserved for our animals, one
for ourselves. Then by the color of the bone, he fore-
told the weather; in fact, there was nothing hidden from
him. Fortunately, luck appeared to be with us, and the
signs were always favorable, but augured disasters for the
horses.2 When the supply of shoulder-blades was ex-
1 Or, as William of Bubruk says,     sions, said that he held up his bowl
** thinMiig over the   subject   about    to heaven whenever he was hungry,
which he wished to consult the bone."     and wished (Mbn lam jydb) for what-
And this is probably the correct ex-    ever kind of food he wanted, and the
planation, for prayer, as we under-    bowl was at once filled with it by
stand it, is not a Buddhist custom,     divine agency.
Mon lam, which we often translate        2 This mode of divination, which
by " prayer," means an asseveration,     anthropologists have called scapuli-
an aspiration, a resolve, but more    mancyor omoplatoseopy, is also used
frequently a wish.   The Tibetans at    by the K'amba, who   are   reckoned
Ta-ehieu-lu,  noticing  that Captain    very expert in   divinatory science.
Wm. Gill never bought native food,     It has existed in Asia from the old-
but always had plenty to eat/and,     est times, and is the usual method
never having heard of tinned provi-    among all Mojpgol tribes.  It was and